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Issue 4428, September 2016 
 

Next club meeting: September 26th, 2016, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  
 
Summer has come and is just about gone! Hope you have 
been able to enjoy the weather, and had a chance to get out 
and fly a bit. Your club officers have been busy over the 
last few weeks, working on the list of improvements that 
you (the members) have suggested, and we hope to be able 
to present some of those ideas to you in the next few weeks 
for consideration. Thanks to all who provided us with 
some feedback!  
Hard to believe we are entering, the last quarter of the 
year, which means several things are just around the 
quarter. Details for the holiday party in Dec are being 
finalized, and is shaping up to be a grand event. More to 
come on that later! The next thing is Elections for Club 

officers. I highly encourage anyone who wants to run for 
an office to step up to the plate.  
Still looking for some folks to assist with the following 
events: 
 
Oct 15-16 2016 Alliance Airshow- Static display, need 
some aircraft and pilots who love to talk to the community 
about model aviation. Contact James Meadows 
 
Oct 15, 2016 Benbrook Heritage Festival – Static displays 
Contact Woody Lake 
  
Hope to see you all on the 26 Sep 2016 for the Thunderbird 
meeting  

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

No Report this month.

August 2016 Membership Meeting Minutes, Buffalo Wings, 2016:  

Gary Cummings, Club Vice President, opened the meeting 
at 7 PM.  Gary paid tribute to Joe Jopling who passed 
away last week.  He was followed by Ken Knotts who 
spoke admiringly about Joe and his many contributions to 
the Thunderbirds RC Association.  Steve Ehlers reviewed 
Joe’s modeling background, how he started in the hobby 
in 1936 at the age of 9, gave it up a couple of times, and 
clearly fell in love with the sport and the club later on. 
 

Event Reports: 
 
Tom Blakeney reviewed the August 5 Float Fly that 
involved 22 participants.  He thanked Woody Lake for 
stepping up to help make it happen due to Tom’s tenuous 
travel schedule.  The event was deemed successful with the 
weather cooperating, although it got rather hot after 1 
PM.  The water was smooth and everyone had a good 

time.  A Fly Zone Sea Wind was the raffle prize.  
Participation was thought to have been impacted 
somewhat by the Denton Swap Meet going on at the same 
time.  The next float fly will be held on the first Sunday in 
November. 
 
Woody Lake coordinated and hosted the Civil Air Patrol 
who brought in around a dozen cadets.  They were 
attended to by nearly as many instructor pilots, who 
devoted a lot of time conducting flights with buddy boxes.  
Each cadet was able to get three flights and feedback from 
the leaders was excellent.  A big THANK YOU to Woody. 
 
Gary James discussed the # Pole Pylon event held at 
Thunderbird Field on August 20.  Weather kept the 
number of participants down but the rain stopped around 
1030 allowing for five heats to be conducted.  A big 
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THANK YOU to Ken Knotts, Mel Wells and Ian Waring 
for their efforts getting the field looking great – as they 
always do, but it is no small effort.  This was the first 3 
Pole race in Texas and despite some problems with the 
speed tracker, everything was deemed successful, 
including several lessons learned that will be applied to 
the next event at Thunderbird Field, planned for 
November 19 & 20, 2016.  There will be one held at 
Golden Triangle on October 15. 
   

Show & Tell:  
  
No surprise, Woody Lake entertained the audience with a 
very thorough and interesting description and display of a 
P40 Foamy he is in the process of building.  He has made 
several design adjustments, including an additional wing 
spar and the adhesion of 1/64” balsa to the underside of 
the wings.  He used 3M 45 adhesive spray. 
  
Steve Ehlers won the “Who is that young man” in the 
picture contest by being the first to recognize Ken Knotts 
from just a few years ago. 
 
Rob Lowe gave an outstanding presentation on “How do 
the new FAA rules affect Thunderbirds”.  Rob has over 30 
years’ experience in the FAA and currently supervises 
over 1200 controllers across the region.  The new rules 
sometimes sound as though they only apply to 
quadcopters, but that is far from accurate.  The number 
of civilian operated aircraft is growing at a rapid pace and 
includes objects exceeding eight feet wingspan and eight 
rotors.  DFW is experiencing an average of four 
encounters a day, recently doing avoidance on an 8’, 8 
rotor object at 11,000 feet.  This is serious stuff.  Many 
towns and municipalities are now working to implement 
rules governing flying operations in their parks. 
Part 101 of the FAA rules covers our operations.  AMA is 
highly engaged and has been successful in protecting our 
RC interests and helping avoid undue and burdensome 
constraints on out operations.  Some key points for RC 
fliers: 
Must notify the controlling authority if operating within 5 
NM of an airport.  Our club has made an agreement with 
Harris SW heliport (4.9 NM) that relieves us continuous 
reporting since their helos do not operate over Benbrook 
Lake. 
Must give way to manned aircraft. 
No altitude restriction on modelers but still recommend 
flying below 400 ‘ AGL. 
May operate in Class B/C/D/E/G airspace and do not have 
to comply with standard airspace restrictions. 
The AMA website has a section dedicated to UAS Rules 
that warrants our attention.  Only through compliance 
and continued safe operations can we hope to not be 
saddled with additional restriction. 

August 29 is when the new rules are in effect, so make 
note that you are required to display your AMA and FAA 
Registration numbers on your aircraft (if >9 ounces and < 
55 pounds) in a location visible without necessitating any 
tools to get at.  The AMA is working to change the rule 
allowing only the AMA number, insisting that meets the 
registration requirement, but work still needs to be done.  
If you have not registered with the FAA, the website is 
http://registermyuas.faa.gov. 
Rob described two APPS he has on his phone that he 
considers very useful.  They are HOVER and B4UFLY. 
 

SECRETARY:  Bill Lake spoke about several topics. 
Rob Lowe made a motion to defer reading of the minutes 
and Ken Knotts seconded.  Motion passed. We are up to 
194 members as of today.  Several new members are: 
Ron Keith 
Graham Gunn 
Alan Babbitt 
David Christopher 
David Westbrook 
Joey Patterson 
 
A suggestion was recently made that we seek donations 
from our members of items that might just be sitting 
around gathering dust that would be useful to new 
members and beginners.  The thought was if you have an 
old trainer that you never fly anymore, or have a starter 
box that you have not dusted off in six years, or a useable 
transmitter, etc., we might be able to do some 
refurbishment on the equipment and provide it to newbies 
at minimal cost.   Mind you, we are not looking to take 
over your unwanted junk, but with the training season set 
to wind down in a few weeks, we could possibly put 
together some beneficial use over the winter months.  For 
now, think about it.  We still have to sort out who will do 
what and how to store the multitudes of donations. 
 

Alliance Airshow October 15-16 – we have arranged to 
have a 10x10 tent inside and a 10x20 tent adjacent outside 
the pavilion to promote Thunderbirds RC Association and 
draw attention by displaying various types of aircraft.  
This will require contributions of aircraft as well as 
staffing and there is still a bit of planning required.  We 
need some volunteers to help put this together.  This is a 
great opportunity for us to expose the general public to 
what we do and is a chance to educate and recruit 
members. 
As you know, a communication went out recently seeking 
feedback on intentions for attending or not attending the 
club Christmas party on December 2.  Getting our arms 
around the level of interest is extremely important so that 
we can finalize our arrangements.  Out of the 194 
members, 40 responses have been received thus far.  If 
you have not replied, please do so this week. This email 
also solicited feedback on the almost 2 dozen club 
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improvement submissions.  We have received close to 30 
responses to that.  Responses are being tally and the plan 
is to make it a subject of discussion and/or debate and vote 
at the September meeting.   So, please submit your 
feedback.  There have been some very thoughtful and 
candid responses that are very helpful as well as a few 
additional recommendations.  Now is your opportunity to 
have a say in what your club does in the near future to 
make the club better.  
 
JT’s Hobbies has been very generous to our club by 
offering a ten percent discount on store purchases.  They 
will however, no longer are asking customers if they are 
Thunderbird members.  If you want the discount, you 
need to tell the cashier you are a Thunderbird.  This 
avoids issues for them from customers who are not being 
offered the same discount benefit. 
 
With our growing membership, which is a good thing, the 
club email distribution list continues to grow.  Please 
advise if you are not getting the newsletters and occasional 
other pieces of newsworthy information.  Also, if you 
change your email address, that would help too. The 
intent is to keep the number of emails to a minimum and 
several recent requests for dissemination are being 
consolidated into a single message that will go out this 
weekend.   
 

FINANCE OFFICER:  Chris Berardi briefed the club 
financials.  He also mentioned that new member badges 
have been proofed and he will bring them to the field and 
to the next club meeting.  
 

SAFETY OFFICER:  Mel Wells reminded members 
about the value and importance of checklists.  Without a 
lot of effort, anyone can develop a personalized checklist 
for preparing and ensuring the readiness of your aircraft 
prior to operations.  A checklist is a smart thing to have 
and even smarter thing to use.  How many have you seen 
out at the field.  Too many mishaps have been attributed 
to careless mistakes when a pilot “missed” or 
“overlooked” an item that came back under Murphy’s 
Law and bit them in the ass.  Don’t let it happen to you.    
I hope we see more checklist use in the future.  You are 
never too experienced to screw up.  Why leave it to 
chance? 
NEW BUSINESS – Tom Blakeney mentioned the electric 
Fly-In on October 22.  A flier will be included in my next 
dispatch to the members.  He also talked about creating 
the “Joe Jopling Award for Technical Achievement”.   
The next Aero Design event will be March 10-12, 2017 and 
it will incorporate several new rule changes that will make 
things even more interesting.  Brain teaser – how about 
adding passenger carriage to the criteria and eliminating 
size limits? 

ATTENDEES: 
Bill Lake 
Tom Blakeney 
Gary Alphin 
Ken Knotts 
Pat Huston 
Ed Kettler 
Jason Meadows 
Bernie Olson 
Gary James 

J.C. Dean 
Ed Furche 
Rob Lowe 
Tab Bowland 
Peter Lucas 
Steve Ehlers 
Mark Ehlers 
Tommy Perry 
Sam Corlett 

Woody Lake 
Mel Wells 
Grant Schroeder 
Mike Schroeder 
Matt DeSalme 
Jeff Miller 
Joey Tamez 

 
Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 
The days are getting ever shorter and I’m finding time only 
for a flight or two is possible after work. Thursdays remain 
busy at the field with our instructors heavily engaged in 
training several new pilots. The great thing about this is 
that we have several young pilots at time when it was 
beginning to look like there wouldn’t be any new blood 
coming into the hobby. On the face of it, this hobby is just 
about the opposite of what most millennials are expecting: 
It requires devotion to learn all the skills from reading a 
plan, following detailed instructions, hours of premeditated 
construction, skills that require repetition and reflexes, 
face-to-face communication - but most of all, it’s outside! 

I’ve got two teenage sons - so I have experience in what it 
takes to force them out of the house into the fresh air.    
Below is a picture taken two Thursdays ago just as the sun 
was setting behind us and both young pilots are following 
the aircraft on a near windless evening. 
 
Membership: Below is the latest headcount. Thanks to all 
our new members these past few months: Ron Keith, David 
Westbrook, Alan Babbitt, David Christopher, Graham 
Gunn, Joey Patterson, John Ebert, Paul Stelly and Nick 
Morrow! 
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Membership Type  Count 
Individual  513 
Family   31 
Associate  2 
Life   10 
Service   1 
Total   197 

 
There were few expenses this past month though I will be 
reimbursing Keith Maddox from whom we purchased a 
kayak. No, it isn’t radio controlled and it doesn’t fly; 
rather, it is to be used as a rescue boat for the occasional 
aircraft that lands in the lake. It has already seen some use. 
 

Club Projects 
You will probably be hearing more about upcoming 
projects at our next club meeting. Thanks to Bill Lake our 
secretary, we’ve collected and rank ordered a list of 
projects that you the members have deemed your 
priorities. The officers are examining the feasibility of 
implementing these projects and will be presenting the top 
ones for your further consideration. Most “capital” 
projects like these will require the memberships’ review 
and ultimately a call to vote. So, if you have something 
you’d like to see get done - please come to the next series of 
club meetings. 
That’s it for this month. Happy flying.  

 
Legacy of B-17G Lady Lacey: 
 
Ever wonder how a B-17 got on top of a gas station in Milwaukie Oregon? If it landed there it was one heck of a landing.  
 
"Shortly after WWII a guy named Art Lacey went to Kansas to buy a surplus B-17. His idea was to fly it back to Oregon, 
jack it up in the air and make a gas station out of it. He paid $15,000 for it. He asked which one was his and they said take 
whichever you want because there were miles of them. He didn't know how to fly a four-engine airplane, so he read the 
manual while he taxied around by himself. They said he couldn't take off alone so he put a mannequin in the co-pilot's seat 
and off he went. 
"He flew around a bit to get the feel of it and when he went to land he realized he needed a co-pilot to lower the landing 
gear. He crashed and totaled his plane and another on the ground. They wrote them both off as "wind damaged" and told 
him to pick out another. He talked a friend into being his co-pilot and off they went. 
"They flew to Palm Springs where Lacey wrote a hot check for gas, and then they headed for Oregon. They hit a snow 
storm and couldn't find their way, so they went down below 1,000 feet and followed the railroad tracks. His partner sat in 
the nose section and would yell, 'TUNNEL!' when he saw one and Lacey would climb over the mountain. 
"They landed safely, he made good the hot check he wrote, and they started getting permits to move a B-17 on the state 
highway. The highway department repeatedly denied his permit and fought him tooth and nail for a long time, so late one 
Saturday night he just moved it himself. He got a $10 ticket from the police for having too wide a load." 
 
Update: The B-17G, named "Lady Lacey" (after Art Lacey's British wife), began undergoing a serious restoration effort in 
2012, when the nose and cockpit were removed. On August 13, 2014, the rest of the bomber was removed as well. The 
Lacey family estimated that the plane could be worth millions if restored to flying condition, which meant bye-bye bomber 
forever as a gas station awning. - See more at: http://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/2968#sthash.hxSFXSVA.dpuf 
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Members 
 

 
Woody’s Hanger Nine B-25 maiden flight. Airplane flew great, one click of up evevator for level flight. Nose 
gear hung up on steering linkage and did not fully extend. Touch own on mains and came to a stop resting on 
the nose gear collar. No damage to fuselage 
 

 
Joey Tamaz (JTs Hobbies) and son Joshua attended the Lakeland Florida Jets Rally and won the Best Sport 
Jet Award. Congradulations to father and son. 
 

 
Andrew with new Warbird, Parkzone T-28. He said it flys great 
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Model Airplane News @ the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome — 50th Anniversary WW1 RC Jamboree 

For anyone involved in RC for any length of time, there are those events that instantly come to mind when you think about 
our hobby. Perhaps the most famous of them all is the annual WW1 RC Jamboree hosted by the Mid-Hudson R/C Society 
club. The venue is of course the world famous Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome where time has stood still all because of a man 
named Cole Palen. Because of his love of vintage WW1 and earlier aircraft, the aerodrome has been the home base for many 
classic and rare aircraft since the mid 1960. 

This past weekend (Sept. 10 – 11), the RC Jamboree turned 50 and many of the modelers who have flown at the event over 
the years, and several who were at the very first Jamboree were there. With well over 200 aircraft and about 3000 
spectators, this year’s Jamboree also featured the well loved “Mission” event. Stay tuned for more photos and information 
on this amazing once in a lifetime extravaganza of WW1 fun and excitement! 

Photos by Tim Haggerty & Xavier Mouraux. 

 
Left: 1/3 scale Fokker Triplane in seldom seen German Lozenge camo scheme. 
 

  
Flight Line Looking Left and Right 
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Half Scale was there in a big way this year. Several 50%ers showed up including these two Neuports by 
Keith Zimmerly (white shirt and hat). Ben Haggerty (left) helps fly the planes in realistic formation flights! 
 

 
Sal Calvagna’s 16 foot Sikorsky Illya Muroments on its test flight. Sal won the Spirit of Rhinebeck Award. 
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The AMA awarded the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome a special “Historical Site” award at the 50th 
Anniversary. 

 
SAFETY CORNER 

 

Well, it has been a great summer flying season so far. There is lots of talent old and new out at our field on any given day. 
I have seen all kinds of different aircraft this year and many spectacular maneuvers. The Thursday evening 
student/instructor flying program has been extremely successful this summer drawing a good crowd of new flyers and 
spectators to our hobby. Hence, the safety tip. It has been brought to my attention that during some of these training 
sessions that we are being a bit lackadaisical in adhering to the safety line rule. This is just a reminder, not a lecture. Only 
personnel associated with flying the model aircraft are allowed at or in front of the safety line. Our safety line is clearly 
marked and our pilot boxes at each end of the runway are the safest place for the pilots, spotters, and students to stand. I 
appreciate all of the enthusiasm for our hobby but please be aware of where the non-flyers are standing, especially our 
children when we have aircraft in the air. 
Thank You. 

Mel wells  safetycoordinator@fwthunderbirds.org 
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Name the Thunderbird: by Woody 

 

 
August Thunderbird: Ken Knotts 

 
September Mystery Thunderbird: This month's 
TBird hails from the Amarillo region. Joined the Navy, 
must have been all the water in that area, met the love of 
his life (a USO performer), married and raised two 
children. Long time resident of Fort Worth and 
Thunderbirds member. Active in many club activities, 
including field maintenance crew, event CD, and 
supporter in many more. This member recently moved 
from our area to be closer to family. Who is this 
Thunderbird? 
 
Correct guess wins you a $10.00 gift certificate from JTs 
Hobbies. Send your entry to Woody at: at6pilot@att.net 
in the case of multiple correct guesses the one with the 
earliest date stamp is the winner 

 
 
 
 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

October 15  Alliance Airshow Demo   Club Officers  
 
October 15-16  Senior Pattern    Ken Knotts 
 
October 15  Benbrook Heritage Fest   Woody Lake 
 
October 22  Texas Electric Expo    Tom Blakeney 
 
November  6  Winter Float Fly    Gary Nelson / Mark Wheeler 
 
November 19-20  Pylon Race     Gary James/ Sarge Bell 
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November  26  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December  2  Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 
  

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
Club Officers 2016 

 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

  
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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Training 
 
The following are some photos from our Thursday afternoon Training Program. 

 

 

 


